
Preservation & Access

Illinois Government 
Electronic 

Publications



Age Old Problem

The more things change…



Fewer print documents are deposited.

The number of Web-only Illinois 
documents grew from 43 in 2003 to 
1,271 in just 16 months.

Half-life of an Illinois Web site is 13 
months.

Reality Check



Preserving Electronic Publications (PEP)

Capturing E-Publications (CEP)

Electronic Depository Initiative (EDI)

R & D
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Find-It! Illinois
$396,111

From WA State 
Library
$63,000

Preserving 
E-Publications

$246,025

Capturing E-Publications
$423,902
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Grants from IMLS
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Find-It!
Illinois
SECRETARY OF STATE
AND STATE LIBRIAN

Your source for Illinois information

http://finditillinois.org

Illinois State Library

JESSE WHITE  SECRETARY OF STATE AND STATE LIBRARIAN

� Portal for ISL online 
services

� Illinois Government 
Information (IGI)

� Easy to remember URL 
http:// finditillinois.org

Find-It! Illinois





Legislative History

Passed by the General Assembly April 17, 2002

Approved by Governor July 8, 2002

Law and rules effective date January 1, 2003

Senate Bill 
2135

PA 92-0617



The State Librarian shall set by 
rule the standard to be used for 
electronic data exchange among 
State agencies and the State 
Library. 

[15 ILCS 320/21 (a)]

The State Library Act



“Published material" means publications 
in print and electronic formats duplicated 
by any means of duplication, including 
material downloaded from a publicly 
accessible electronic network. 

[15 ILCS 320/21 (b)] 
(23 Ill. Adm. Code 3020.100)

Definition: Published Materials



Definition: Metadata

“Metadata” means structured
information that describes 
content, origin, format and 
other key characteristics of data for the
purpose of information management.

(23 Ill. Adm. Code 3020.100)



23 Ill. Adm. Code 3020

State agencies to submit:
– 40 copies of all publications, priced and non-

priced.
– Printed publications, publications distributed on a 

magnetic or optical medium or other tangible 
format are included.

– URL for any online publication with metadata, or
one electronic version of all published materials 
with metadata.
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PEP



ISL’s Approach

� Spider state Web sites (passive approach)
� Don’t let the perfect prevent the possible!

– Grab it before it’s gone.
– Refine --- and provide access --- later.

� Share software by download.
– Includes enhancements, bug fixes hardware 

recommendations. 

� Create a ‘safety net’ & software adaptable 
for other governmental units.



Software Development

Capable of spidering state 
government Web sites and 
retaining their continually 
changing content in a version 
control system.



Open Source Software

PEP design uses 
remotely initiated 
Web spider to 
acquire a copy of the 
Web site to be 
archived.



Advantages

Eliminates the need to impose 
administrative burdens on Web 
masters and authors of Web sites.

Facilitates systematic and centrally 
controlled archiving of volatile 
electronic document content.



Libraries preserve publications that are 
information produced for dissemination.

Archives retain records which are primary 
source government material for which a 
board or commission has determined value 
and a retention period.

Challenge



Solution

Since records are posted on the 
Internet for public access, the PEP 
initiative focused on preserving 
electronic publications, whether or 
not they are records.



Monthly 
snapshots



CEP Priorities

� To deploy the Illinois PEP software in states 
across the nation; 

� To develop an upgrade of the software; 

� To create access to state electronic 
documents through MARC records.



Deployment of PEP System

� Alaska
� Arizona
� Illinois
� Montana
� North Carolina
� Utah
� Wisconsin



EDI

High-value State 
publications 

Preservation ---
Saved after 
removed from 
agency Web site.



Agency Electronic Information

E-Mail & Memos

Databases

Internal 
Reports

Public 
Documents

•E-published documents that were 
paper

•Unique information the state agency 
provides to the public

•Records for PPA

•Items in high public 
demand

•Flagship 

publications



Include, but not limited to:

• Microsoft Office file
• Plain text file

• Adobe Acrobat
• Video and sound:  mpeg or wav

• Formats in compliance with the Illinois 
Web Accessibility Standards 

Acceptable Formats



EDI Architecture

Creating 
Agency

Metadata 
Generator

Upload 
or 

Harvest

Depository Web 
Server

Find-It! 
Illinois

Google, 
Yahoo, 

et al

Web 
User

WorldCat



ISL Systems Initiatives

� Blue Card
� Provides State-GILS-

format metadata to the 
Find-It! search engines 
for all file types.

� Re-states metadata for 
non-metadata search 
engines (e.g., Google).

� Incorporates MARC, 
HTTP wrapper data, 
mined or inferred 
metadata.

Document Access Surrogate



ISL Systems Initiatives

EDI Features

Fully ADA 
Accessible Web site 

Key word search

EDI connecting to 
Open World Cat



The Future

Communicate with 
agencies

Training for agencies 
and librarians

Continue inputting 
records

Announce EDI



Communicate with Agencies

Correspond with agency 
directors

Train agencies staffs

Newsletter to Web masters 
and Public Information Officers

Monitor agency Web-sites –
“Dirty” Word check”

#*@% !!!



Training on Accessing E-Pubs

• Training ISL reference staff on electronic 
publication retrieval.

• Training for document depository librarians 
on electronic publication retrieval.

• Training for front-line library staff on 
responding to government document 
queries.



CEP Archive Access



Slow and Steady

Over 300 records entered

Automated deposits

Publications being entered from 
CEP archive



Joe Natale
State Depository Coordinator

jnatale@ilsos.net

217-558-4185

Connie Frankenfeld
Digital Library Coordinator

cfrankenfeld@ilsos.net

217-782-5432                 

Contacts


